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Week One: Pray for the Refugee Children 
Small Group Guide  

 
THE STORY OF THREE SYRIAN BROTHERS 
 
For over five years the historic city of Aleppo has been pounded. It has been hit with barrel 
bombs and chemical weapons from a harsh regime; it has faced down ISIS fighters and 
Russian planes. And its children have suffered like few others on the planet.  
  
Watch the story of three young brothers from Aleppo tell their story as they arrive in 
Greece after a long, hard journey: http://tinyurl.com/pftwk1 
 
THEY ARE NOT ALONE  
 
Wahid, Yuseph and Khali’s journey is one so many other refugee children must travel.  .  
According to UNICEF “the Syrian conflict has affected 80% of Syria’s children--8.4 million 
young lives have been shattered by violence, death, fear and displacement.1” And 51% of 
the world’s refugee population are children below 18 years of age. 
 
WHAT REFUGEE CHILDREN FACE  
 
Many of these children have witnessed violence; have had limited-to-no access to education 
and medicine; and have experienced days--if not months—on the move. Some have been 
separated from their family. All have been displaced from their communities. 
 
Besides these challenges, there are those children who have experienced sexual abuse. 
Some have been trafficked, taken as sex-slaves or sold as child brides.  Others have been 
forced into “survival sex” in exchange to get their basic needs met (i.e. food or shelter).  
 
YET WE PRAY WITH HOPE 
 
All these children have a God who sees their struggles and loves them dearly. Scripture tells 
us that God is close to the brokenhearted (Psalm 34:1). And Jesus shows us a God who pays 
attention to and welcomes children (Matthew 19:14).  
 
This week we are invited to pray for Wahid, Yuseph, Khalid and the other refugee children 
around the world.  Please pray for their physical, mental, relational, emotional and spiritual 
wellbeing. (For more specifics, see Week One Prayer Guide at www.prayforthem.com). 
Please pray with both urgency and hope.  
 
“Speak out on behalf of those who have no voice, and defend all those who have been passed 
over. Open your mouth, judge fairly, and stand up for the rights of the afflicted and the poor.” 
Proverbs 31:8-9, The Voice  

                                                        
1 www.unicefusa.org   
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