
Pray for the Refugee Men 
 
HADI’S STORY 
 
Hadi grew up under a powerful dictator. In 2011 when peaceful protestors called for 
change (known as the Arab Spring) government troops fired on their own people 
and a civil war began in Syria. For the past five years this civil war has gotten 
increasingly more complicated and violent. It’s now a proxy war for other nations 
and a hotbed for extremists, most notably ISIS1.  
 
Here is Hadi’s story of what it took to escape a warzone and make it to a place of 
peace: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GlicL22RRDo  
 
WHEN WAR BECOMES A WAY OF LIFE 
 
Hadi wasn’t a soldier. He didn’t choose to be born into a country led by a dictator, 
nor did he desire to be in the crosshairs of a civil war. And Hadi is like so many other 
refugee men. By the consequence of sheer location men find themselves in the 
middle of war. Many of them simply want peace and desire to protect their families.  
 
The Hebrew prophet speaks of God as a Mighty Warrior, who out of love fights to 
rescue His children. As you pray for refugee men this week may you also be 
reminded that God is also lovingly fighting on your behalf.   
 
“The Lord your God is with you, 
the Mighty Warrior who saves. 
He will take great delight in you; 
in his love he will no longer rebuke you, 
but will rejoice over you with singing.” Zephaniah 3:17, NIV 
 
DAY ONE: PHYSICAL WELLBEING 
 
Hadi was fortunate not have been wounded during bombings or drown while he 
crossed the sea to Europe. As Wahid, Yuseph and Khalid (in week one) and Sarah (in 
week two) mentioned, the sea crossing can be so dangerous. 
 
Smugglers often charge less when the weather is bad (a seeming incentive to take 
greater risks). They notoriously overcrowd boats or dinghies to get more money. 
And many refugees have reported having a gun pointed at their heads if they 
second-guess getting on the boat.  
 

                                                        
1 (To better understand what is happening in Syria, see this video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NKb9GVU8bHE).  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GlicL22RRDo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NKb9GVU8bHE


PLEASE PRAY: In the last couple of years thousands of refugee men, women and 
children have died when their boats have sank due to overcrowding or volatile 
weather. Please pray for the safety and physical wellbeing of these refugee men, 
especially if they find themselves in a storm of gunfire or thunderous waves. And 
may they know Jesus’ power to bring peace and protection, even in the worst of 
storms.  
 

“Jesus was back in the stern of the boat, sound asleep on a cushion, when the disciples 
shook Him awake. Disciples (shouting over the storm): Jesus, Master, don’t You care 
that we’re going to die? He got up, shouted words into the wind, and commanded the 
waves. Jesus: That’s enough! Be still! And immediately the wind died down to nothing, 
the waves stopped. Jesus: How can you be so afraid? After all you’ve seen, where is 
your faith?” Mark 4:35-41,The Voice 
 
DAY TWO: MENTAL WELLBEING  
 
Hadi was an educated and professional worker back in Damascus. In many ways life 
had been very good before the war. Yet, war changes so much. You go from being 
successful to simply trying to survive. And then survival begins to seem impossible 
and in a warzone it often is.   
 
PLEASE PRAY: Many of these refugee men had well established careers before 
violence and war dominated their countries. They then go to a new country and 
must acclimate to a new culture, often a new language, and more than likely a new 
career—a lesser one. This takes so much courage to begin again. 
 
Please pray that these men have divine strength and reserves to keep learning and 
to thrive in their new setting.  
 
“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound 
mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7, NKJV 
 
DAY THREE: RELATIONAL WELLBEING  
 
Hadi said that he would hold his wife’s hand and pray for Jesus to be with them as 
they made their way through a city with bombs dropping. Hadi so wanted to ensure 
his wife would be protected…but he knew couldn’t control all that was going on 
around him. He had to rely on God. 
 
PLEASE PRAY: The desire for men to protect their loved ones is a beautiful and 
powerful instinct. And when these men aren’t able to, it shatters something at the 
core of them. There are refugee men who have seen their mothers, sisters, wives 
and children hurt or killed right before their eyes. How gut wrenching.   
 



Please pray that these men will be protected and strengthened to defend those they 
love. And for those that have lost family members, please pray God will comfort 
them greatly. 
 
“An earthly father expresses love for his children; it is no different with our heavenly 
Father; The Eternal shows His love for those who revere Him. For He knows what we 
are made of; He knows our frame is frail, and He remembers we came from dust. Psalm 
103:13-14, The Voice 
 
DAY FOUR: EMOTIONAL WELLBEING  
 
Hadi sensed that Jesus was with him—in the midst of bombings and a perilous 
journey at sea. This gave Hadi hope. Nonetheless, it was stressful. Trauma takes a 
toll on us—body, mind, soul and spirit.  
 
Men tend to have the most direct contact with warfare. While many refugees flee 
because they’re desperately trying to escape the fighting, men can be considered 
cowards if they leave warzones. All the while they are exacting courage to take their 
loved ones to peace and safety.  
 
PLEASE PRAY: Even if these refugee men didn’t actually engage in fighting, they can 
have PTSD. In many cultures getting psychological help—counseling, group therapy, 
etc—isn’t common. And for men, it can be a sign of weakness.  
 
Please pray that the refugee men will receive God’s peace and comfort as well as the 
needed psychological resources they need for their emotional wellbeing.  
 
“My peace is the legacy I leave to you. I don't give gifts like those of this world. Do not 
let your heart be troubled or fearful.” John 14:27, The Voice 
 
DAY FIVE: SPIRITUAL WELLBEING  
 
Hadi came to know Jesus as his loving Rescuer and Lord while he was living in 
Damascus. He didn’t grow up a Christian but as a young man he came to believe in 
Jesus in a profound way.  
 
PLEASE PRAY: Hadi encourages people to pray with faith--knowing Jesus can bring 
peace to hearts and nations. There are refugee men who, like Hadi, are open to 
discovering Jesus’ love. Please pray that these men will come to know God, even in 
the storms of life.   
 
“Whatever you ask for in My name, I will do it so that the Father will get glory from the 
Son. Let Me say it again: if you ask for anything in My name, I will do it.” John 14:13-
14,The Voice  
 
 


