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Pray for the Persecuted 
 

JASSAM AND AMIRA’S STORY  
 
Both Jassam and Amira grew up in Mosul, Iraq. Their parents, their grandparents and their 
great grandparents all grew up in the area. Up until recently modern Mosul had one of the 
most vibrant Christian communities in Iraq…and one of the most historic. The region 
encompasses the ancient city of Ninevah, where the prophet Jonah reluctantly preached 
and the people responded with great repentance (Jonah 3:6-10). And during the early days 
of the Church, Christianity flourished in the region. For millennia faith in God has continued 
to grow.  
 
While there had been isolated killings of Christians in the area, for the most part Christians 
lived alongside their neighbors in peace. That all changed when ISIS invaded Mosul the 
summer of 2014. Jassam and Amira share what it was like to face ISIS as a Christian. 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fYiu0qGV8Ns ) 
 
THE PERSECUTED AROUND THE WORLD  
 
Jassam and Amira—as well as both of their families—lost their homes, their jobs, and their 
churches due to religious persecution. They were forced to flee their ancient community, 
separate from their relatives and leave their beloved country. 
 
While those of us growing up in America can only imagine what they’ve experienced, there 
are millions across the globe who know religious persecution in a very personal way.  
 
Christians in over 60 countries face persecution from their governments or surrounding 
neighbors1. Men and women experience discrimination, beatings, imprisonment and abuse 
because of their faith in Jesus Christ. According to Open Doors, Iraq is currently one of the 
most difficult places for Christians to live2.  
 
This week we will journey with Jassam and Amira to discover what they sacrificed for their 
faith. As you pray for them and others who have risked greatly for their beliefs, may you be 
strengthen in your own faith. 
 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.” Matthew 5:10 
 
DAY ONE: PHYSICAL WELLBEING 
 
Both Jassam and Amira are parents. What weighed on them most was how ISIS’ invasion 
might affect their children. As Amira said, “The kids’ lives come before a mom’s life.” 

                                                        
1 https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/  
2 http://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/country_profiles.php  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fYiu0qGV8Ns
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/
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Fortunately both of their families escaped without significant physical harm. However that 
is not the case for many Christians who face persecution.  
 
PLEASE PRAY:  Each year thousands of Christians die because of their faith in Jesus Christ3. 
Others experience torture, imprisonment, rape, isolation and forced marriage. And when it 
comes to ISIS, Yazidis and other Muslims who don’t hold their extremist ideology have 
become targets of religious persecution in Iraq as well.  
 
Please pray for the physical protection and healing of those persecuted for their faith. Jesus 
reveals to us a God who is intimately acquainted with physical suffering due to faith and 
most able to rescue others in distress.  
 
“The Eternal One is good, a safe shelter in times of trouble. He cares for those who search for 
protection in Him.” Nahum 1:7  
 
DAY TWO: MENTAL WELLBEING  
 
Jassam said if he had just renounced his faith in Jesus his life, his family and his money 
would all have been safe. But he refused. Can you imagine how much strength it took for 
Jassam to make that sacrifice for his faith?  
 
PLEASE PRAY:  Everyday Christians around the world choose hardship—often 
unimaginable suffering—to hold on to their faith. In North Korea alone there are an 
estimated 50,000-70,000 Christians in labor camps because of their faith4.  
 
Please pray for those being persecuted---pray they will not lose heart and will experience 
deep comfort and healing in the midst of it. And pray they will be rescued swiftly and get 
the needed care to recover. The Gospel of Matthew (4:1-11) shares how Jesus was tempted 
by the Evil One to renounce his faith. Scripture tells us after Jesus resisted angels came and 
ministered to him (Matthew 4:11). Please pray that persecuted Christians might experience 
heavenly comfort as Jesus did.  
 
“For Jesus is not some high priest who has no sympathy for our weaknesses and flaws. He has 
already been tested in every way that we are tested; but He emerged victorious, without 
failing God. So let us step boldly to the throne of grace, where we can find mercy and grace to 
help when we need it most.” Hebrews 4:15-16 
 
DAY THREE: RELATIONAL WELLBEING  
 
Many--like Jassam and Amira--have been separated from their families, their communities, 
and their countries because of religious persecution. This loss of physical, relational and 
spiritual community can create a deep sense of disorientation.  
                                                        
3 According to Open Doors US approximately 7,000 Christians died for their faith last year 
alone. https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/  
4 https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/world-watch-list/north-korea/   

https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/world-watch-list/north-korea/
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PLEASE PRAY: In the last few years ancient Christian communities have been targeted by 
extremist groups, forcing Christians to leave by the hundreds of thousands. Simultaneously, 
there are converts to Christianity who are being ostracized from their families. Sometimes 
these converts are threatened with beatings or risk death from their own families and 
larger communities.  
 
Please pray for comfort and the restoration of relationships of the persecuted Christians. 
Also pray that they will develop new and encouraging community wherever they settle.  
 
“He makes a home for those who are alone. He frees the prisoners and leads them to prosper. 
Yet those who rebel against Him live in the barren land without His blessings and prosperity.” 
Psalm 68:6  
 
DAY FOUR: EMOTIONAL WELLBEING  
 
Amira and Jassam experienced the typical emotional stress of other refugees. They faced 
the awful challenge to protect their children from violence, the trauma that comes with 
witnessing war, the financial stressors of losing your livelihood, among other stressors. 
They confronted all this—teamed with the fact that it was potentially avoidable had they 
simply renounced their faith. Jassam and Amira are heroes of the faith and yet they are 
humans like the rest of us.  
 
PLEASE PRAY: It would be so tempting to be consumed with bitterness and filled with 
unforgiveness because of such losses.  There are persecuted Christians who experience 
hatred directed at them every day.  
 
Please pray for God’s mercies in the midst of their anguish. May they sense God’s love, 
Christ’s solidarity and the Spirit’s power to comfort and strengthen them. In the words of 
the apostle Paul, who once was an oppressor of Christians and then experienced 
persecution himself, may these persecuted Christian refugees be rooted in love.  
 

“For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth 

derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with 

power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 

faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together 

with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 

Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure 

of all the fullness of God. Ephesians 3: 14-19 
 
DAY FIVE: SPIRITUAL WELLBEING  
 
Amira said, “It is written in the Scriptures that Christians will be persecuted. Even if they 
decided to slaughter me, I wouldn’t deny Jesus.” 
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PLEASE PRAY: Amira and Jassam do not see their faith as a burden but as a gift. It is God 
that has helped them have faith and His grace that empowers them to continue.  
 
Please pray for the spiritual vitality of the persecuted Christians around the world. Amira 
asked us: “Pray for the Christians that they would continue in their faith.” Not only does 
Amira ask we pray for Christians…but also those that persecute them. As she said, “May 
God put mercy in their minds and hearts. May they be set free and become believers.” 
 
And Jassam requested, “Pray for peace and safety to return to Iraq.” Please pray for the 
war-torn countries of our day. May God give Christians such an abundance of love that they 
may bring His love and peace back to their homelands.   
 
“Who has the authority to condemn? Jesus the Anointed who died, but more importantly, 
conquered death when He was raised to sit at the right hand of God where He pleads on our 
behalf. So who can separate us? What can come between us and the love of God's Anointed? 
Can troubles, hardships, persecution, hunger, poverty, danger, or even death? The answer is, 
absolutely nothing.” Romans 8:34-35  
 
 


