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Pray for our Enemies 
 
MARWIN’S STORY 
 
Marwan experienced a father’s nightmare. In July of 2014 ISIS took over the city where he 
and his family lived. Their city was Mosul, Iraq…and they were Christians. There was no 
way Marwan could protect his family. He was utterly defenseless against the enemy 
combatants’ weapons and tanks. He and his family had to flee.  
 
Yet, Marwan had a surprising response to the layers of loss.  Hear how he reflects on ISIS’ 
invasion in this short video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rz5PQZtfRVY  
 
LOVE IS THE REVOLUTION 
 
When Marwan was asked if he struggled to forgive the terrorists who invaded Mosul, he 
quoted Jesus’ teaching that we are to forgive others and love our enemies. He said God gave 
him the strength to do it. 
 
Jesus’ call to love our enemies is perhaps the most distinct element of the Christian faith. 
However, for many of us this command seems irrelevant and impossible. Yet, for the 
hundreds of thousands of Christian refugees caught in the midst of war and persecution 
this teaching of Jesus’ carries immediacy and import.  
 
This week we explore how Marwan’s love of his enemies may guide us in praying for 
enemy combatants around the world. As we pray for them may we too discover more of 
God’s love that rescues us from the cycles of hatred and violence and from the deadening 
effects of bitterness and despair.  
 
"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 
But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be 
children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends 
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” Matthew 5:43-45  
 

DAY ONE: PHYSICAL WELLBEING 
 
Marwan shared that the terrorists came into Mosul heavily armed. These enemy 
combatants have chosen a path of violence.  
 
PLEASE PRAY: While the profile of the modern-day terrorist varies many join because they 
are actually looking for belonging and purpose. There are some recruits who eventually 
want to leave but they too feel trapped.  
 
Please pray that the terrorists experience a miraculous rescue or medical help that leads 
them to believe in a loving God. May others have their guns not fire and their rockets fail, in 
order to give them pause. And may others gather the courage to escape and encounter 
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Jesus as they do.  No matter what happens may the terrorists become people who call out 
to God for help. 
 
“God is our shelter and our strength. When troubles seem near, God is nearer, and He's ready 
to help. So why run and hide?” Psalm 46:1  
 
DAY TWO: MENTAL WELLBEING  
 
Marwan’s wife, Nibras, says she too prays for the terrorists. She asks that God would 
restore their minds so they would know right from wrong.  
 
PLEASE PRAY: Many of the terrorists have been so indoctrinated in hate that they’ve lost 
touch of logic and lost sight of peace. Their minds are racing, full of violent images and base 
desires. They are desperate to be rescued from themselves.  
 
Please pray these terrorists will experience God’s great mercy. Pray that God will pursue 
them with His love and peace. In the words of the apostle Paul, a former killer of Christians 
whose life was transformed by the Risen Lord, may God’s kindness lead them to 
repentance.  
 
“Don't you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with you? Does this mean 
nothing to you? Can't you see that his kindness is intended to turn you from your sin?” 
Romans 2:4 
 
DAY THREE: RELATIONAL WELLBEING  
 
When ISIS came to Mosul Marwan’s focus was on his family. He would have risked his life 
to protect his children. While it can be hard to remember, these terrorists have families too. 
They are sons and daughters. Some even have a spouse and children. 
 
PLEASE PRAY: There are families who see their terrorist sons or daughters as heroes, but 
many are grieved by their actions. Then there are the terrorists who were orphaned and 
others who feel completely disconnected from family and friends.  
 
Please pray for relational reconciliation for the terrorists. Please pray that they would be 
restored to relationships with people who care for them deeply and can show them love, 
instead of hate. And also pray for the families of the terrorists, that they would experience 
deep comfort.  
 
“A wise child brings joy to a father; a foolish child brings grief to a mother.” Proverbs 10:1 
 
DAY FOUR: EMOTIONAL WELLBEING  
 
What possesses people to attack others with ruthless intent? There are numerous reasons 
why men and women become terrorists but the core drive to harm comes from the Evil 
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One. Anytime someone intends to diminish human dignity rather than encourage it evil 
prospers. And ironically the person who harms becomes diminished in the process.  
 
PLEASE PRAY: There are terrorists who have harmed so much that they are utterly 
disconnected to their own human dignity. Violent thoughts have made them lose their 
minds.  
 
Please pray that these terrorists will be brought back to their senses. Jesus can do 
this...because He’s done it before. There’s a story in the Gospel of Mark that tells of Jesus 
encountering a demon-possessed man (Mark 5:1-20). This man was considered out of his 
mind. Yet, after encountering Jesus he was restored. May that be so for those in ISIS and in 
other terrorist groups.  
 
“A crowd soon gathered around Jesus, and they saw the man who had been possessed by the 
legion of demons. He was sitting there fully clothed and perfectly sane, and they were all 
afraid.” Mark 5:15  
 
DAY FIVE: SPIRITUAL WELLBEING  
 
Marwan’s words were so straightforward. “Jesus taught us to forgive and love our 
enemies.” Praying for ISIS and other terrorists may have not even crossed our minds 
before. The idea of forgiving them and loving them can feel foreign at best, if not terribly 
disturbing.  
 
PLEASE PRAY: Jesus doesn’t invite us to forgive and love in our own strength. He’s 
designed us to be desperate for His grace to do this. And forgiving and loving never meant 
weakness to Jesus. He became most angry with those who harmed the vulnerable—
especially the children and widows. Nonetheless, He sacrificed His very life so that His 
enemies might have the opportunity to be restored to God.  
 
Please pray that these terrorists would come to know Jesus’ love in a way that transforms 
them. And may God show you other enemies in your life to pray for. You likely haven’t 
personally encountered enemies like ISIS, but perhaps you have someone in your life that 
you just don’t want to love. Maybe you wouldn’t name him or her as an enemy but anger 
often stirs up when you think of how she or he has hurt you. Or perhaps the person you 
struggle with most is yourself--you’re trapped in self-hatred and self-condemnation. 
Whoever it is, consider asking God for the strength to forgive and the power to love that 
person. He offers to give us love beyond ourselves…and it starts as we receive His 
extravagant love for us.  
 
“Jesus: People cannot save themselves. But with God, all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26   
 
As we conclude these 5 weeks of prayer for the refugees, may you be all the more 
astonished by the love God has for you. 
 
 


